
About the composer: 

Bohuslav Martinu (1890-1959) was a Czech composer who was trained in the Romantic 
compositional traditions but preferred to experiment with many different styles and idioms.  He 
finally settled on neoclassicism in the 1930s and began a very prolific period of composition 
that included chamber music, orchestral literature, and choral and instrumental works.  As with 
many composers of his day, he fled to the United States in 1941 to escape German invasion.  
After a difficult transition, his career became successful during his time in the US.


Martinu had a peculiar way of composing.  He liked to take long walks and work things out 
entirely in his head.  Often he would wander so far and for so long that he would become lost 
and have to call a friend to come find him!  He was meticulous and detail oriented yet 
composed exceptionally quickly.  In a 2011 biography, author and researcher Frank James 
Rybka suggests that Martinu lived with ASD based on “his failure of social reciprocity, his flat 
affect and stolidity, his phobias and extreme stage fright, his strict adherence to a ritualized 
schedule, and his zoning out into an aura, while walking with his mind deeply engrossed in 
composing.”


About the piece: 

Serenata 2 was composed in 1932 when Martinu was 42 years old.  It is a 3 movement work 
for 2 violins and viola, lasting for only about 7 minutes.  The Poco Andante movement 
presented here is the middle of the three movements .  Here we have beautiful melodies 
supported by close harmonies in the three instruments, all delivered in a lilting ruminative 
dance.  This recording is of a performance in July 2011 at Historic Saranac Lake Laboratory, 
Saranac Lake, NY and features Stephen Redfield and Aaron Packard on violins, and Catherine 
Beeson on viola.  Enjoy this archived recording with images curated by Mel Aman.


About the performers: 

Violinist Stephen Redfield is concertmaster of Santa Fe Pro Musica, Victoria Bach Festival, 
and Arizona Bach Festival.  Dr. Redfield has been Professor of Violin at the University of 
Southern Mississippi School of Music since 1996 where he also performs with his faculty 
colleagues in the Mississippi Chamber Circle and the Impromptu Piano Quartet.


Aaron Packard is a founding member of Cuatro Puntos, a chamber music ensemble whose 
mission is to bridge cultural gaps through performance and teaching worldwide. Aaron is 
currently a faculty member at the Groton School and the Joy of Music Program in 
Massachusetts.  He can be heard on The Rosegarden of Light, a Toccata Classics release.


Catherine Beeson is Assistant Principal Viola with the Colorado Symphony, and has 
performed with Friends of Chamber Music - Denver, Lenape Chamber Ensemble (PA), Lincoln 
Center's Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra, Santa Fe Pro Music Chamber Orchestra, and Loon 
Lake Live.  Catherine is a proud advocate for inclusion practices in the musical arts, lately 
focusing on opportunities for the neurodiverse community.  She curates community based 
performances with Ensemble Faucheux, and leads programs on performing arts supporting 
social change. 

loonlakelive@gmail.com  •  www.loonlakelive.org  •  518.891.2659

LOON LAKE LIVE
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES


